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ZDF Streaming: from Saturday, 6th September 2025, available for a

year

ZDF: Monday, 15th September 2025, 20.15
ARTE: Friday, 12th September 2025, 20.15

On a Day in September

A historic TV movie based on a true story
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Synopsis

September 14th, 1958: Chancellor Konrad Adenauer and Prime
Minister Charles de Gaulle meet for the first time in Colombey-les-
Deux-Eglises. The encounter of the two charismatic statesmen is
fraught with tensions but will mark the birth of the German-French
friendship as well as the European unification movement.

At the time, General Charles de Gaulle, a passionate soldier, is the
newly appointed prime minister of France, a country that is in the
middle of a serious constitutional crisis with the threat of a military
coup. Konrad Adenauer, a devout Catholic, has been the head of
government of a divided country for almost ten years by then.
Germany is struggling with a fragile political status and, even 13 years
after the end of the war, does not have its own sovereignty. Directly
positioned within the Iron Curtain, it could become a nuclear battlefield
in a potential third world war. Against this backdrop of simmering
conflicts and the centuries-old “hereditary enmity” between France and
Germany, the two men approach each other in this carefully planned
meeting in the Gaulle’s private home La Boisserie in Lorraine. De
Gaulle’s wife Yvonne tries to ease the pressures of the encounter at
every possible opportunity. This is anything but easy, as the German-
French animosity is palpable between the closest associates of the
two statesmen, among the staff within the house and outside on the
streets.

Despite fundamental differences of opinion and the dangers of a
possible failure, the talks are marked by diplomacy and insights into
their private lives which enable a spontaneous, friendly relationship to
develop between the French general and the German chancellor that
will be considered a historic success for European collaboration.
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